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IFF ibe followng 7. er there appear two tolerable 
1 £-znes, Thanks to my Lord Roſcommon for Them; the 
XNules He has laid down in his Eſſay on tran/lated Ver ſe 
bla ve been religion/ly obſerv'd, and his Tranſlation follow d 
h 4%0 perhaps not altogether ſo implicitly, yet with all the De. 
57 1 zo ſo fair an Example. © 
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* ©» ſomeèe Regard was thought due to the Authority of the 

Tearned, who ſince his Time have taken Pains to correct aud 
explain the Text, the Tranſlator ſurely may reaſonably hoe 
to be forgiven. VVT 
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ing of his Author from the Author himſelf, He may have 
ended Him; whether He has or not is ſubmitted 
n of the only proper Fudge, the impartial Reader. 
aer cus 8 of Thoſje au ho are-fond of 
Wed  /ucciue?;, but if He has been equally careful 
e Thought of his Author's, And io expre/s 
in the moſt clear aud ſignificant manner; vi 
bel hole in ſo few Lines will (he pre ſunten 
Vile least of bis Inperfections. 
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F you a Painter, Piſo, buſy . 7 1 | 
A fair Nymph's Head and Horte Neck todram; þ. 
'Joiniog with | 


rim Tail too, chu 2 but nis? 
Saw you a Book from Head to Foot tad wild 3101190: 4 10vi 
To Shape or Likeneſs to be reconcil'd,” -: {7 51 20 
Like Bek Mens Dreams with ſenſeleſs Fi tins mg, 

Truſt me, my Friend, twere ſuck another: 


Painters and Poets ever might make B :I 0 
is true, that Leave we give and take; but hold. 
to make tame — Pair with wild., 5 93211 VE 
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Doves to court Snakes, fierce Tygers Lambs as mild. N 


After a ſpecious fair and pompous Froem, d 1 22S 
+4} AS i vd 15} £ 


Some gaudy Figures (to ſet off the 
As Diar's Grove and Temple itrait are dran:; {HOY 
& ſome {with Stream around'as-fweet a Laws n 8 
Here flows the Rhine; here glows the-Heav oy Bow ; 3 200 
All Fight ang fair, but not 1 le m TS N . Is 


2 2 

T ould. — {6 ſo compoſe: . 
4 * Know, know your Talent, you that mean to WH 2 
1 ; vm Shoulders With ton great a . . 


. For why ok 


HDurſt you attcanpt to Urra Mor IRC 
And 10 to ſomething mighty Grand pretend. 
Buß in ſome low and paltry Figure endodd 
Draw what ou will, fo It all One appear 


Taken with Brevity obſcure we grow; 
Would we run ſmooth ?* our Spirits taintly flow ; 


Dor Grandure's Sake we ſwell; as creep the wary ; 


mt heh. Gho Piece would marvellouſſy vary 
" 3 wi woods 1 us, Boars in Waves.” Thus nice, 
= o knowing, fall we into vice. 
. - Þ Cid a Graver name that hits the Hair 
, © Ad Nails; to hit the Whole ſhall yet deſpair; | 
| 5 4 Z Give.me en Hair, black Eyes, with a wr 7 et! 
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. Nor Eloquence nur; Method fails their Muſe, 
FE ject 8 chuſe 


— wakes Ap Applauſe y our Due T9 04-2 
Necks there new Words Things new _ dark to name: 


And paſs ſhall: ſich in ure and there a Line 

8 Greek Springs They flow nor far decl 
't 2 why not Farius here 

„nd Cauur er 2 54 
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Struck witk ſome Idol Beauty Nümbers „ 3 


5 Tou Words our Bires ne er heard perhaps may frame; ihn 


f ' Bur tov Force alike and Gracꝓc. 
Time all Things wel, al Matters: duly place; ret ain We 14+ bY 
Many delay; purſuing Some, Some {pare i 
Tour Wande, All choten too, A old with Cate; L200 eil 
Where a familiar Word you render nes... 


Why for a Few ſhould I he's enyy d, whey: 
Numbers from Euuius flowid 1 25 Caro's Pen? 
Words of like Stamp:with Futh as current, pas 
— yr will _ be lawfül⸗ ever mu 4 

- rein ye eaves our Arbou $ 

The 3 110 a young florid Rl 0 se 
Of Words the old and obſofete ſucceeds · e 

Ourſelves are mortal all, with all our Deeds: 5 
The mighty Mole, built by d Rbyal Hand, en ge S200 Fs Ml 
Sereening dur Fleets. from Storms, a While As 1 0 4 | 7 


The Plain once row'd; now plaugh d, 

And ber, check d by 6 "or 72 10 9 ta W.. 
Great Works! but Years: all: Hö Works detace 4 4 
Nor wonder Woxds their Vigbur loſe and Grice: . ©... 
K Uſe require, ſale Arbiter of At or N #7 WP. 4 

The taln again dhlbreign, the reigning Fell. 5 = Ive 2A 1 5 
Homer: nas. poimtell out the Sort-of hs HEB ieee 
Kings, Chiefs and Birtles fitted to rehearſe. © EY 1 het nc of 3 
ys, meant for Grief, now- mingle Mirth; Pore Ii 30 * 1-5 
Still Grammarians arg ue who gave em | Ken CEE 
Rage gave Indie Strains, G 1099 27 Lag 
The Choice of Comniebothiand: V ee eee eee 
As fit for Dialcgue and Action know] 42. e 2 
| As apt the Noiſes of the Throng to Arc EY 3 — IS I } ITO 2M 6 1 | EY b 
Gods, Heroes, Lawrels, with the Lovers Flalhes it 1 
And Joys of: Wine the Lyrie Poet paints? 5 . 

Why Poet greet you me, if I no Bound NOS 8 5 
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Or what ſhould * 7 
Comedy ſtarts at | 

Thye 

Remember i in ea x 


"My as Comedians ſometimes loud We hear, 
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The cool old Man, or Youth of war mer Blood; 
The Matron grave, or Nurſe as buſy known; 
The vagrant Merchant, or the toiling Clamps | 
. Aſprian, Theban-bred or Greek; 


6). 


nd Chremes rages not but ſwells the w 

So in Diſtreſs Tragedians fink their 1 

Peleus and Telephus (in Exile each) 

Leave their ſwoln giants Words our hearts to gell 
Poems muſt more than ſhine, moſt move us ſtill, 

And make us follow, lead to what they will: 1 
Weep you or laugh, We laugh or weep with you ; © 
But you muſt firſt be ſad to make us ſo; f: 
Your Plaints then, Peleus, give us Pain, that nod ; 


F ON” ſmile, it your Harangue ſeem ſtrange and _— ] 


Þ fad you look, or angry, grave or gay, i COSTA 32774) 5 
h as you look appear in All you ay; * © 
Nature changes us as change our States 


* ; Firn moves within; with Joy thus elevates, 

Pith Anger ſwells, or finks with Sorrow „ 
* Prompting the Tongue then gives the Paſſion vent: Nr! 

| Aloud all Ranks would 3 to hear a re . 


But ill agreeing with your preſent Caſe- 
Whether a God, or Hero's underſtood ;- 


Far They all differ, far unlike muſt ſpeak. 55 
Still with Known Fame, or with yourſelf agree; Na 

If you deſign Achilles, reſtlets He; - 4 

Relentleſs, raſh and ſtern, muſt own no Law 

But Arms; Madea fierce and vengeful draw; 5 

Let Ino ſigh; profane Ixion vow; 

Jo muſt rove; Ore/tes ſink with woe. 

Durſt you a Perſon form entirely new? 

iel o! of a Piece the Perſon ſhew - 


Ws 


Tis hard to ſpeak | in ſuch a Character 
As not an Author owns, and not to err; 
Borrow from Homer rather: Parts well known, 
With more Diſcretion choſen, grow your os. 
It you not ply the trite eternal Round, 
Nor buſy rend'ring Word for Word are found, 
Nor, Imitating, yet your Model lay 
Too narrow, whence you're lawleſs, durſt you "IIA 
Begin not like that Fop, Il /mg Troy's Fall 
And famous War. What brings He forth, with all 
His Noiſe and Vauntings, worth a Gape fo vaſt? _ 
The lab'ring Mountain brings a Mouſe at laſt; 
| Homer makes no ſuch vain Pretence ; Muſe, ſay 
The Man, who, after Troy in Aftes lays: 
Different Countries, Men and Manners ſaw— 
Not Vapours from a Blaze but Light to draw . 
From Smoak ; hence a bright Scene of Wonders brings: 
Nor, where of Diomed's Return He ſings, 
From Meleager's Death his Tale begins 
Nor Jlium's War derives from Leda's Twins; 
But haſting to the Main, mean Parts as LA 
Known as They were to All and not his own, 
Hurries us o'er; not failing to decline 
All Things too ſullen to be made to ſhine: _ 
And All He feigns with Truth ſo mixes He, 
Or true or falle, no Parts there diſagree. 
If at the joint Applauſe of All you aim, 
Hear what all People from the Poet claim; 
Obſerve the Turn and Temper of each Age, oe Ea 
Throout all Years nn each Mages . 
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Be it the Child, a Child, but taught the Way 
| To ſpeak and go, with Children j Joys to play; 
To Fits and Starts, to various Humours prone, 
Soon out, ſoon in, no Hour together One: 
Paſs a few Years, and once ſet! free, as apt 
To range the Field, in Hounds and 2 wrapt, 
As prone to ſtray, reſents Reproof, away 
Squanders his Gold, but caring for To-day; 
=P Fond too and fickle now adores, now flies. 
Become a Man, as ſure his Biaſs lies 
T wards Int'reſt, Pow'r ; on Wealth and Honours bent 
All Follies ſhuns as He might {oon repent : 
Grown an old Man, the wotui Wight, a Slave 
To Gain, the Miſer toiling but to fave, 
F ull of fore Fears and Pains, of Hopes as faint, 
Id, ſlack, and ſlow, moroſe and all Complaint, 
Bieles the paſt, upbraids the preſent Days. 
Fach Bliſs of Life along with Life decays: 
Not to make Boys of Men, old Men of young, 
Give them their proper Features, paint em ſtrong. 
£8 In Plays ſome Things We ſee, ſome only hear; 
5 But what is told us only in the Ear 
Slowly and faintly ſtrikes our Minds ; not thus 
Where the more faithful Eye ſhall tell It us ; 
* Nothing expoſe yet ſhocking to the Eye; 
5 Still what in Action wants with Words ſupply ; 
Murd'ring her Children no Medea We, 
No Atreus cooking human Limbs muſt ſee; 
If you make Cadmus creep, or Progne fly, 
Who can believe or like Tt may, not JI. 
2 A Play five Acts, nor more nor fewer, needs; 
_—_ e Of more or tewer none ſo well ſucceeds - 


K: 9”) 
* 


No God a Part beneath a God aflign - 
In Dialogue force no fourth Speaker in. 


The Chorus muſt your Actors Part maintain; ; | 


Between your Acts (ſtill leading to the Main) 

Each worthy manly Deed muſt here defend; 

A Patron to the Good their Cauſe befriend; 

Fierce Anger tame, and bid mad Rage to ceaſe, 

Praiſe Thrift and Juſtice, Safety love and Peace; 

Secrets as ſacred hold; and Heav'n implore, 

May Fortune leave the Proud, the Faln reſtore. 
The Flute, with no rich Ornaments of old, 

| Nor rivalling the Trumpet loud and bold, 

Breathing a tew plain Notes of gentle Sound, 

The Chorus fan'd and fill'd the Roof around, 

Where no ſuch Numbers, but a flender Set 

Of frugal ſober baſhtul People met. 

But Rome her Walls extending with her Says 

When it in Faſhion came cach feſtal Day 

To waſte in Luxury in Wine and Eaſe, 

A rude looſe Crowd of vitious Taſte to pleaſe, 


Mixt with the chaſte, well-bred, Welk meaning * h 
Our Chorus, Stage, and Style licentious _— 
His Train along the Stage hence trails the Play r, 

. Hence learns the Flute each ſoft luxurious Air; 

Hence the grave Lyre turns loud; our Language hence 


Swells to unwonted tow TINg Eloquence, 
Foretelling mighty myſtic Truths, to dare 
With ſage ſententious Qracles compare. 


The Swains, for Goats that ſtroye in Tragic Song, 


With Farce and Novelty to lure a Throng, 
After fame Sacrifice, halt mad, half drunk 


5 * * yet the Grave whilſt thus They Gi) 
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Soon lee wild Satyrs in, all rough and bare: 
Satyrs and Mimicks yet had need beware, 
And not ſo ridicule NR ſerious Thing, 
As Gods or Heroes on the Stage to bring, 
And in the height of Glory now diſplay, 
Now mean of Phraſe to plant in Cots of Clay; 
0 to avoid thus ſtooping mount the — Fi 
rave Tragedy light Farce indignant Flies, 
.Sluſhing at ſuch ſatyric Petulance, 
— As would a Matron with light Girls to dance. 
+» Tho Satyrs claim the plaineſt reigning Phraſe, 
| "Ne er ſo abhor all Tragic Pomp and Grace, 
To make Silenus, tending on a God, 
Talk, like a Chambermaid or Footman, broad - 
Plain Language is not All; plain be your Theme, 
Soordring All, as, tho All eaſy ſeem, 
None ſhould come near you; Order is the Main, 
Giving a Grace to Matters ne er ſo plain. 
©  Fauns, Sylvan Swains, no Courtiers They nor Cits, 
With the fott Things of youthful courtly Wits, 
Had need avoid all foul and fulfome Raillery, 
Such as all Ranks would bluſh at but the Gallery. 
Were a long SyHable ſucceeds one ſhort, 
That Note, Iambus call d, of rapid Sort 
(So rapid as to give the Name of Trimeters 


— 
Se ens 


To Lines, where fix Times ſtruck It reigns thro'-out the Verte 


Its fierce impetuous Courſe to moderate, 
With the grave Spondy Shares the Line of late, 
Saving the ſecond Place and fourth; a Sound | 
Rare in fam'd Accius this, or Ennins found {| 


Such lumpiſh Verſes, their Weight as ſcarce drag along, 
Much Haſte, groſs Negligence, orJudgment prove as wrong, 


Sinking at once the Player, Poet, and his Song. 


It 


tle) 


Outdoes al! Art, and no found Poet crowns, 


C 115} 
Tf many want an Far, the skilful Few OR” 
guch Favour, as ſhould ſhame a Roman, new 


Would I yet looſe and lawleis grow, tho ſure 


The World will ſee my Faults, and reſt ſecure 
In Hopes of Favour? Pardon ſeek alone? 


What tho All pardon me? My Merit's none. 


Ply the Greek Standards, ply them Day and Night. 

Our Sires loud Plautus' "Rhyme, admir d his Wit — 

Alike too fondly, Piſo, or We mult 

Count Rudeneſs Wit, all Numbers reckon juſt. 
Theſpis an uncouth Tragic Muſe brought in, 

Perſons with Faces ſineer'd with Lees of Wine 

To ſing and act his Plays ſent up and down 

On Carts. Next decent ©£/chylus. the Gown, . ___ ., 

The Mask, and Stage ſupply'd; and taught the Play'r r 

To Speak and Move with a grand folemn Air. oY 
The ancient Comedy next flouriſh'd much; 

But her tree Vein turns to foul Outrage, ſuch 


& # # + w 
*, 


As needs Reſtraint ; Thus baſely ceas d her Tongue, : | 
The Privilege once ceaſing but to wrong. 


Our Poets too have touch'd on either Kind, 
And in Return no flight Applauſe ſhoyld find, 
Tragic or Comic They, who, not to heat 
The Grecian Tracks, durſt Roman Subjects treat; 1 7 
And ſway like Raman Arms would Roman Wit, „ 
Would we have Patience but to poliſh It - 5 
But, P3/o,, You each Poem will arraing 
Not to Perfection brought thro Time and Pain. 

Becauſe Democritus à Genius owns 


Few pair their Nails, or trim their Bea rds; 4 bie Ft 
To lonely Cells; in Dirt and Varkgeſs lie J 1s 
8 £2997 3 the 


Short be your Rules, as Men may take with Eaſe 


So They but mad and S&ſperate appear, 
With a long Beard the Lawrel ſure to wear + 


_ Had I not in the Spring purg d off the ſpleen, 


My Stars! I'd in Wit's Orb the brighteſt been : 
But Nothing, Nothing's of that Conſequence, 
Not Wit; Ill therefore Whetſtone here commence, 
Which ſerves, blunt as It is, to point the Steel ; 

So tho no Poet I may Poets tell 


Their Part ; what gives them Strength and Shape; what fi 


What not; what s true, and what's miſtaken wit. 


True Wit needs ſound good Senſe; Philoſophy 
Will furniſn Matter, Matter Words ſupply - 
With what to Parents We and Brothers owe, 


Country, and Friends, the Judge's Function know, 


The Senator's, and General? 8 and then 
Lou will do Juſtice to all Ranks of Men. 
Men and their Manners learn ; hence All derive, 


Hence to each Copy Life and Language give 
A Play o*th* rudeſt Form, o th rougheſt Verſe, 
With natural inſtructive Characters, 


Often more taking with all Sorts 1s found, 


Than ſenſeleſs Rhymes with all the Charms of Sound. 
The Greeks with Wit and Eloquence were bleſt, 
With the ſole Avarice of Fame poſſeſt; 
Our Youth, our nobleſt Youth is taught to ſay, 
What a Pound gains at Intereſt a'Day - 
And thouſand Bleſſings ſhall-the Father give 
Himſelf and Son thus promiſing to thrive - 
Can Souls, thus tainted with the Ruſt and Bane 
Ot Gain, write Verſe worthy -Jpo/lo's Fane ? 
Poets ſhould (One or Both) Inſtru&; or Pleaſe ; 


And 


'S fit 


And 


Wond ring the while, chance He to mend his Style ; el 


Better when nigh, no Light no Inqueſt fear; 


Lawyers and Pteaders, tho indifferent, 


Needleſs as al, <ffend the Gueſt, 


=_ 
And keep * em ; Needleſs Rules ſoon ſcape the Mind. 
Fictions the neareſt Truth moſt pleaſe Mankind ; | 
Nor, as the World might ought. ; made believe, 
A Child, but now devourd, produce alive 

Age all for Morals, all for Pleaſure Youth, 

All crown you, where you pleaſe and profit both ; 


Priz'd by the World that Book thro diſtant Climes 


Shall ſpread your Fame, and laſt to diſtant Times, 
Still there are Faults we willingly ſhall bear ; 

Good Archers, good Muſicians ſometimes err: 
In Poeins, where I frequent Beauties ſee, 
A Blemiſh here and there offends not me; 
Such as thro' Inadvertence ſcape the Pen, e 
Or thro frail Nature, ſuch as that ot Men: 4 1064 
But does your Scribe in ſpight of Warning fail, ie 
Or the Muſician always jar? Lou rail, HOMES Lo 
Or laugh: The doating Bard thus makes me. ſmile, 4 


Find I good Homer ever nodding yet, 
Tho Works of Length might Sleep excuſe, I fret. 
Poems reſemble Paintings; Some appear 


Some a more diſtant View or Shade require ; 
Thele tire us ſoon; thoſe, P2/o, never tire. * 

Your Sire, your own good Senſe will guide you right ; 145 
Remember yet, ſome Things a Mean admit: 


Tho — 5 as Me ſſala eloquent, + 

Nor learnt as Aulus, paſs with Men; nor Mev, 
Nor Gods yet ſuffer Poets to be mean 

As bad Pertumes and Concerts in a Feaſt, 


" on) 
Verſe, meant to chear the Sbul, had need excell, 
Or the moſt woful written ferves as well. 
Such as want Skill, nor Wreſtle, Dance, nor Fence : 
Or well the Crowd might laugh at their Expence ; 
Men of no Skill dare Write ; For free they are, 
And Men of Rank, ot Fame and Fortunes fair - 
Tho ſuch in Nature s Spight turn Poets all, 
You Nothing will attempt without a Call; 
If ought you write yet, many a ſudge's Ear 
Conſult, and keep It by you many a Year ; 
Or ſpare you or expunge each Word may thus, 
/Irrevocable All once ſcaping us. 
Sage Orpheus a wild favage People tam d; 
For taming Tygers hence and Lions fam'd; 
Fam'd is Aimpbion thro the Charms ot nnd. 
Moving ev'n Stones, the Theban Wall to tound - 
To ſet due Bounds to Things, their Ends aſſign, 
Private or public, human or divine; 
Vague Love reſtrain. and nuptial Rites indite; 4 
Cities to build, and ufetal Laws to write; 
Once counted Wiſdom was the Poet's Part ; 


8 Hence Men rever d the Name, admir d the Art - 


Ot Arms next Homer, Arms Tyrizus Sung 


In Verſe ; from Verſe divine Prediction ſprung ; 


In Verſe the Path of Life was pointed out; 

By Verſe the Poet on the Monarch wrought ; | 

Meant by wiſe Bards our Toils with Eaſe to crown, 

You'll not then bluſh the Heav'nly Muſe to own. 

Some doubt if Art or Nature makes the Poet; 

T cannot ſee (both ſo conſpiring to it 0 

What Pains or Genius fingly can attain; 
n Men much th' O4 * Crown to gain! . 


45 * 


T hey 


T hey 


(GE ) 
They toil'd act ſweated; Love forſook and Wine; 
Well taught were All, who durſt in Chorus jou ; 
Reſpecting Wit, Men need but boaſt the Same; 
To own the Want on't taught or not's the Shame ; 
But can They boaſt of Wealth too? Such the Tribe 
Of Sycophants with Expectations bribe ; 
Crying, as Criers wont at Cants; To- day; Bhs 
Good People, make your Fortunes whilft you ma 915 


Iwere much too, can They only treat, or bail 


A Wretch in Debt, or Danger of a Jail, 

If They for Friends miftake not Platterers : 

Ne'er to your Creatures Read or Followers; 

Such at each Turn, all Extaſy, ſtamp, leap, 

Lift up their Eyes; nay more, turn pale, and | weep: 


None are f loud as thoſe who mourn for Hire; 8 wh 


So the falſe Friend, moſt mov'd, ſhall moſt admire: 

Kings, we are told, ply Men with Wine, to know , 

Whether They worth their Fr iendſhip are or no- 

Truſt no Man's Looks, but look into the Man ; 

That, like the Fox, oft ſmiles but to trepan. 
Quinctilius not a Fault would ſpare or Stain; 

Had you oft ſtrove to mend em but in van, 

Blot, He would fay, hoſe ill made Ver ſes aut, 

Or never leave, till They are better wro bt. 

Durſt you a Fault defend, He d ſay no more, 

But you might rival free your Book adore: 

Such an impartial free judicious Hand 

Each idle. harſh, and flattern Line wouid br lie; 

Would no ſupe rfluous Ornament endure ; 

Let nothing paſs ambiguous, or obſcure + 

Each Word amiſs would mai k; not fay, A Friend. 

Why about . Things only 1 Hen? 
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Trifles you wal earneſtly deteſt, 


All Men of Senſe tie raging Poet ſhun 


As worle than mad, moon- itruck, or trantick run; : . 5 


No Peſt or Plague ſo dread ; Boys hoot and hollow, © 
And, heedleſs of the Danger, flout and tollow- 
Amidft his Flight too, tell our Poetaſter 
Meeting the Sportman's uſual Diſaſter) 

Into a Pit ; no Creature heeds his Cries, ” 
Crying ſor Succour ſhould He rend the Skies; x 

For may be He (who otherwiſe can ſay?) 

Fell in of Choice to make himſelf away: 

So choſe Enpedocles of Sicily ; 

His Story hear; The Bard a Deity 113414 
Would fain be thought; Spight of his wading # Fir | 
To Arina Flames to durſt Himſelf commit. 
Let Poets have their Will ; againſt their Will 

To ſave em were as ſpighttul as to kill ; 

But fave the Bard as often as you can, 

Still, to commence a God, He'd end the Man. 

For Inceſt, Sacrilege, or blacker Crime; 

The bitter Rhymer raves, no Mortal dou bts ; 


Whilſt, 
And reads dead All He 5 Fools or Wue. 
_ 7 55 
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Once their Effects you tecl, and grow a Felt. 1 


Befides, may. be, the Wretch is doom” dto Khyme 


1 4 


Like baited Bears, broke 100 le, all Sorts too routs 3055 5 
like a Leech till burſt with Blood, He Nies 


